Appendices to SUSTRANS NCN2 Feasibility Study 2017
Ashburton & Buckfastleigh Sections
The following appendices (A and B) relate to the Ashburton & Buckfastleigh sections
of the route in the Sustrans Feasibility Report dated August 2017 and have been
included on the request of Cycle South Dartmoor*, the group that commissioned
the Sustrans study into the Ashburton to Buckfastleigh to South Brent stretch of the
proposed overall route covered by the report. The appendices’ content is based on
local knowledge and detailed feedback provided by the group.
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*Cycle South Dartmoor (cyclesouthdartmoor.org.uk) was setup in 2015 to:
•

•

•

Promote and work towards the improvement of cycling resources in the local
South Dartmoor area covered loosely by the parishes of South Brent, Dean
Prior, Buckfastleigh and Ashburton (and surrounding area)
Support and help educate local people to encourage increased use of bikes,
both manual and electronically assisted, as a means of sustainable and
affordable transport and for improving health and enjoyment of leisure time
Develop and promote the area as a centre of excellence for cycling and
cyclists and encourage tourism and sports use to attract visitors and help
grow the local economy

The group consists of local cycling enthusiasts and representatives of cycling-related
businesses from the communities of South Brent, Dean Prior, Buckfastleigh and
Ashburton; local Sustrans volunteer; local representatives from the parish and town
councils; local representatives from South Hams & Teignbridge District councils and
representation from Dartmoor National Park Authority.

Appendices A & B
to: Sustrans Feasibility Study August 2017
entitled: South Dartmoor Towns: Ashburton to Plymouth
National Cycle Network Route 2

Appendice A –
Chuley Road, Ashburton to South Dartmoor Community College
This appendix is an addition to the Sustrans Feasibility Report dated August 2017.
(The Ashburton Section starts on page 6 of the Feasibility Report.)
Plan showing how the overall proposed route links in with existing cycle routes.

It was requested at the outset of the feasibility study that the proposed route
continue to South Dartmoor Community College, (SDCC) Ashburton, to enable a
safe route to the area’s secondary school. In Appendix A we provide three possible
alternatives for a safe route through to SDCC.
As well as being used for local journeys for staff and students, this extension of the
route would also link into the wider National Cycle Network (NCN).
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There is currently a dedicated cycle route beyond the school going east towards the
end of the slip road to the A38, which then after approximately one mile turns left
towards Bickington and Liverton (on the old A38).
This cycle path has been created by Devon County Council (DCC) for cyclists
coming into South Dartmoor Community College from Bickington and is part of the
Exeter to Plymouth cycle route (currently a DCC route, not NCN).
This DCC cycle path then links in with the Stover Trail, NCN28, about 5 miles
eastward at Heathfield. An upgraded route could also be part of an alternative
southerly section of Euro Velo 1 - the current route goes via Okehampton.
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The original Sustrans Feasibility Report ended at the junction of Chuley Road and St
Lawrence Lane in Ashburton. At this point there would be a sign into the town centre
along St Lawrence Lane (see Photo 1).

2.0

3.0

Path
along
A38
4.0

1.0

1.0 Photo 1 – Looking up St Lawrence Lane
towards junction with Vealenia Terrace on right

2.0 Photo 2 – Looking up Whistley Hill
towards A38

The route would then continue along into Vealenia Terrace and at the end of the
road bear right into Whistley Hill (see Photo 2). This would then link into the path
running alongside the A38.
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Alternative possibilities were considered to avoid the A38, including via Love Lane,
which goes left off Whistley Hill past Ashburton Primary School and tapers into a
narrow, walled path that runs past Ashburton Swimming Pool. But Love Lane is very
narrow, clearly states “No Cycling”, and would not be viable. (see Photo 3)

3.0 Photo 3 – Looking up Love Lane

The current path alongside the A38 is partially shielded by a barrier, and there is
enough land for this to be widened into a good cycle route (see Photos 4 & 5). This
section is relatively short, less than half a mile, and the route would then veer left
onto the A38 slip-road. Again there is sufficient land for this to be widened.

4.0 Photo 4 – Path alongside A38 from
Whistley Hill towards slip road
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5.0 Photo 5 – Path alongside slip road
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At the end of the slip road there would need to be a safe crossing to the other side of
the road (Photo 6) where the path would bear right. This would ideally link into
Option A, as shown on the next page, into the footpath to Balland Lane, or
alternatively one of the subsequent options.

7.0

6.0

6.0 Photo 6 – End of slip road,
junction with B3352
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7.0 Photo 7 – Looking left from end of slip
road along B3352 towards Balland Lane
(on right)
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Three Options for a safe cycle path to South Dartmoor Community College.
Option One, Option Two (1) and Option Two (2)
All options would require a dedicated safe crossing over the B3352, the junction
where the slip road meets the B3352 (see Photo 6 on previous page).

9.0
8.0

OPTION ONE
Just by the turning on the B3352 onto the slip road there is a tarmacked footpath that
cuts through to Balland Lane (Photo 8). If this could be upgraded to a cycle route.
This is one possible route. This could only work if an adequate solution could be
found for putting a cycle lane into Balland Lane, which would then take cyclists on to
the school (Photo 9).

8.0 Photo 8 – Start of tarmacked
footpath leading to Balland Lane
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9.0 Photo 9 – Bottom of tarmacked
footpath, looking up Balland Lane in
direction of SDCC
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OPTION TWO (1)
About 20 metres beyond the tarmacked footpath shown in Photo 8, there is another
footpath (currently muddy and not properly surfaced) that runs to the side and along
the back of Linhay Business Park car park (Photo 10). This also goes alongside the
back of the South Dartmoor Community College (SDCC) playing fields. If this path
were to be upgraded there are two possible options for entry into the school grounds.
Opposite the Linhay Business Park car park (the far section that joins backs onto the
SDCC playing fields and near to Age UK HQ) it may be possible to make an
entrance into the school grounds. This could easily link into an existing path within
the school grounds that is already tarmacked, part of which runs beside a stream.
(Photos E & F) However, the car park says “private car park” and there may be
landowner issues.

12.0
11.0
10.0

9.0
8.0

10.0 Photo 10 – Start of muddy
footpath around
Linhay Business Park
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11.0 Photo 11 – Age UK in the
distance. Coming through
boundary could connect with
area near SDCC tennis courts.

12.0 Photo 12 – It becomes a
tarmac route that leads to
Balland lane near SDCC entrance
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Photo 13 has been taken within Linhay Business Park
to show where turning left here, and heading through
the car park towards the boundary with SDCC playing
fields, would be the route of Option Two (1).
13.0 Photo 13 – Turn left for
Option Two (1) route. Go straight
ahead for Option Two (2) route.

Going straight ahead here continues along a muddy
path, the route of Option Two (2).

OPTION TWO (2)
Following the footpath along past the road crossing through Linhay Business Park
(Photo 13) there could potentially be an entrance at the corner of the further playing
field (Photo 14), which could then go along the side of the field for a short way
before continuing back into the first field and running along the side of the field, and
then left along the bottom of the field by the tennis courts (Photo 15). This would
then link into the existing tarmacked path (as shown in Photo 12). This is not the
most direct route, but may be the most achievable.

15.0
13.0

14.0 Photo 14 – Continues on
muddy footpath, then would have
to cut through a boundary.
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14.0

15.0 Photo 15 – Once through the
boundary, loop around SDCC
tennis courts to Balland Lane &
school entrance.
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Appendice B –
Buckfastleigh Section
This appendix is an addition to the Sustrans Feasibility Report dated August 2017.
(The Buckfastleigh Section to which this appendix refers starts on page 10 of the
Sustrans Feasibility Report.)
2.08 Access over Dart Bridge and onto B3380
There was much discussion in the Cycle South Dartmoor group about the section of
the route at the junction of the Old Ashburton Road and B3380 Dart Bridge Road.
The Salmon’s Leap Café opposite the turning has plans for a bike hub and there
were concerns about the dangers of pedestrians and cyclists crossing the road
there.
However, the group welcomed the proposal to site the cycle route on the right-hand
side (west side) of the Old Ashburton Road coming from Ashburton, by widening the
existing path, and then turning right into the Dart Bridge Road to the bridge over the
River Dart.

Bus stop

Bus stop
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2.08.2
The crossing as sited in 2.08.2 on Buckfast Road, at the mini roundabout, was also
very much welcomed but given the narrowness of the path at the point where the
mini roundabout is currently sited, and then heading towards Buckfastleigh on the
path, the group questioned whether there would actually be room for both
pedestrians and cyclists. There is also a bus stop in this narrow section.
With the much-welcomed proposal for a reduction in speed limit, the group would like
to see a reduced speed limit not just here but along the length of the Dart Bridge
Road and Strode Road. This is supported by many residents of Buckfastleigh who
recently petitioned Devon County Council for speed reduction on these roads and
other areas in the town.
The group understood that as the traffic would be going slower, people cycling
towards Ashburton on the road would feel safer. However, further clarification on this
section of the route would be much appreciated. The group did not quite understand
how the reconfiguration of the mini roundabout would work and would request a
diagram of cyclists going in each direction on Dart Bridge Road.
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It is unclear from the report how Ashburton to Buckfastleigh cycle traffic would
negotiate from the crossing in Buckfast Rd to get to the left lane (east side) cycle
path suggested. It seems they would have to cross the road again… we suggest
another crossing before (to the East of) Dart Bridge with a westbound cycle lane
across the bridge and round towards Buckfastleigh. This would also enable access
to Salmon’s Leap Cafe cycle hub (and would be good for pedestrians too – at the
moment we have to make a dash for it!)
See detailed proposed route in red below...
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2.10-2.11 Access to Buckfastleigh Town Centre
2.10.1 Re two-way cycling on Station Road and Fore Street - given the narrowness
of the one-way road we wonder how this might work in practice. At present those
already doing this often have to go up onto the pavements if a car is travelling down
the road.
2.10.2 Provision of cycle parking was welcomed but the challenge comes in working
out where to site the parking given the lack of space in the town centre.
2.11A The group had serious concerns about the proposals of the route via Timbers
Road, that it be closed to traffic, and felt that this was a “no goer”. This would cause
considerable inconvenience to the residents of the western side of Buckfastleigh.
2.11B1 We considered that moving the route out of Buckfastleigh to the lanes would
not work either in practice because the lanes are indirect (even though they would
link into Dartmoor Way), and the group gave more thought to how the safe cycle
route could be achieved.
a) The most direct route for cyclists travelling from/to Ashburton to S. Brent and
beyond is along Plymouth Road & Strode Road (though unfortunately this
does effectively bypass the Town Centre).
b) As a through route, access through the Town centre as proposed, though
desirable, has many problems due to road width & pavement parking (due to
the lack of parking provision in the town) & hilly detours on the West side.
It is therefore our concern that many cyclists would just not use the proposed route
Sect 2.10 to 2.10.3 either for commuting in and out of Buckfastleigh (especially to the
West), or would ignore it anyway if travelling through because it is awkward and
indirect and they would utilise Strode Road/Plymouth Road instead, and that for
those utilising Sect 2.10 to 2.10.3, there would be safety issues that could be hard to
overcome.
Strode Rd on the other hand (which bypasses the town centre) has a natural space
along the North side on the footpath for a 2-way cycle and pedestrian shared route
which would just need improvements and separation from traffic.
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We propose instead therefore utilising Strode Road/Plymouth Road as the through
route while improving/creating access from this route into the town centre. This could
be achieved by:
1) signposting & improving the Station Road - Fore Street section but continuing
this directly along Plymouth Road rather than diverting northwards, and,
2) creating a new direct route into the town centre from this route by means of a
cycle/footbridge constructed across the Dean Burn from Strode Road into
Victoria Woodholme Park, thus producing a 2-way route directly to/from the
Town Centre, by bike or on foot.
A bridge would avoid the challenges of the stretch of Plymouth Road that comes out
of the town centre, where cars are parked on both sides of the road and there is
traffic. We considered that if the cycle path coming from Ashburton along Dart Bridge
Road could be extended along Strode Road, there would then be two access points
into Buckfastleigh town centre; one in Station Road and one via the bridge and
Victoria Woodholme Car Park.
Cycle racks could be sited in Station Road Car Park, Victoria Woodholme Park and
perhaps near the Visitor Centre on Fore Street near to where Elliott Plain ends at
Fore Street.
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Victoria Woodholme Park is owned by the community (not the car park however) and
has recently had the open air pool completely renovated plus a new skatepark and
adventure play park and some new cycle racks installed. It is a very popular
destination especially for children and teenagers as well as tourists.
The Trustees of the park have been approached and are fully supportive of the idea.
An issue of note is the approximate 2m height difference between the two banks of
the Dean Burn.
See proposed altered route in red below, along with detail photos A to E.

Photo A – Viewing SW toward South

Brent. Do not turn right into Elliott Plain.
Continue straight on Strode Rd.

November 2018

Photo B – Footpath & wide verge NW
side of Strode Rd. Bridge constructed
into the park from this side.

Photo C – Cross Old Plymouth Rd
at junction and continue straight on
Plymouth Rd toward South Brent.
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Photo D – Plymouth Road

Photo D - Plymouth Road is busy in
both directions and has sections where
there is not enough room to park and
pavement parking occurs causing
difficulties for pedestrians and cycle
traffic alike – the cause of much
concern. There is space to the SE
between the road and the A38 to provide
more parking area to free up the road
surface for vehicles and cycle traffic. If
this could be achieved it would be a winwin for the town
Photo E - Cars park half-on, half-off
pavement along this short stretch.

Photo E – entering Dean Prior.
Slip road to A38 on left.

Past Dean Prior there is the slip road
bringing traffic from the A38 onto the
B3380 (Plymouth Rd).

Ro
slip ad to R
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DEAN PRIOR

Slip road
coming off
A38
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